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PROLEGOMENA. 

The present publication was undertaken at the particular instance 
and solicitation of an esteemed young friend, who was desirous of pre- 
paring himself for the Gospel Ministry. Being a printer by profes- 
sion, and deriving from that source the only means of support, he cal- 

, culated that, with Editorial assistance, he would be able to devote a. 
sufficient portion of his time to the execution of the proposed under- 
taking, and to realize from it the necessary sum to carry him through 
his preparatory studies. Ever ready to lend an assisting hand to ris- 
ing merit, the Editor consented to conduct the work; and accordingly ; 

; a Pr ospectus was circulated as long ago as May last, promising that 
the first number should be issued in the following month. But shortly 
after these arrangements were made, the young man was induced to 
abandon the enterprise. 

Believing that-a’periodical of the kind, was much wanted in the 
west, at the present time, and that it might greatly promote the objects 

/ to which it was intended to be principally devoted; the Editor viewed 
with much regret, the prospect of its failure—and more especially, as 
a considerable number of subscribers had already forwarded their 
names, and sume of them had paid their subscriptions in advance. 
The more he reflected on the subject, the more reluctant he felt to 
abandon the undertaking; and finally, he determined upon its publica- 
tion, for one year at least, at hisown risk. In pursuance of this deter- 
mination, an engagement for the printing, &c. was made with Mr. A. 
G. Hodges; and, at the time, it was expected that the first number 


’ 
would be issued some time during the session of the Legislature: But 
a 


mag 


unavoidable circumstances have prevented Mr. Hodges from putting 
the work to press, until the present time. It is hoped, however, that no 
material disappointment has been experienced by the delay. 

An additional inducement for the Editor to prosecute this publication, 
is the circumstance of his being the Corresponding Secretary to the 
Kentucky Colonization Society, and to the Kentucky Temperance So- 
ciety; both of which institutions furnish much matter for publication dur- 
ing the course of every year, by way of Reports, Addresses, Resolu- 
tions, Instructions toagents,&c. ‘These articles will appear, in future, 
through the medium of this paper. 

But the Editor is free to acknowledge that his leading motive to en- 
gage in this publication, is the desire to do something in his day and 
generation, towards the establishment and extension of that Kingdom 
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which the Lord Jesus Christ came into our world to set up. He does 
not flatter himself that he can do much; and even if his abilities were 
greater, his circumstances and avocations in life forbid his devoting him- 
self to the cause as extensively as he could wish: but he believes that 
| every one whois a friend to the Reeeemer, whatever his circumstances 
may be, is called upon to dosomething, even though it be “as a grain 
of mustard seed;” and no one who makes any pretension to such friend- 
ship, is excusable, in this day of light and knowledge, for hiding his 
talent in the earth, or keeping it laid upin a napkin. tis a time when 
every man must choose his side; there is no neutral ground. A decisive 
battle is to be fought between the powers of “light and darkness.” 
The “three” apocalyptic “unclean spirits” are abroad in the earth, and a 
mustering their forces. The battle is already begun; the contest thick- 
ens. “tle that gathereth not” with the people of God, “scattereth 
abroad” with “the prince of the powers of the air.” 

The present is an cra unparalleled in the history of the world. It 
is emphatically a day of r- formation, “mighty through God to the pull- 
ing down of strong holds” among men. and to the buildiug up of the 
City of the Most digh. ‘To those wao believe “that the Lord God 
omnipotent reigneth,” and that He hath appointed a day when He will 
“come to judge the earth with righteousness, and the people with His 
truta,” the mighty movements which are now going forward in the 
world, will appear as the unequivocal precursors of a great revolution; 
“a mighty earthquake” that is to “shake terribly the earth.” It is too 
late in the day for infidels to sneer and to scoff at these things—too late | 
to talk about priest-craft and superstition. The Bible is no longer view- 
ed as a book of riddles, and a “cunningly-devised fable,” fit only to amuse 
the weak and the ignorant. It has found its way into the libraries of 
statesmen and the excellent of the earth; it is the text-book of Philoso- 
phers, and holds no second place to the works of Bacon, Locke, and 
Newton. It is read—yea, and viewed as “the power of God unto sal- 
vation, to every one that believeth,”—-even by Lawyers and Physi- 
cians—a class of men once proverbial for their infidelity, and who 
talked much about the fitness of things, the dignity of human nature, and 
the all-sufficiency of human reason. But the boasted age of reason has : 
passed away, and its darkness is dispelled by “the light of the know}l- ~ 
edge af the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” “Wherever the | 
Bible has had “free course,” “knowledge” has been “increased,” civili- 
zation and the arts have been promoted, the genuine spirit of liberty 
has been lighted up, and true republican principles have been estab- 
lished; and this Bible—the magna charta of God to man, is destined to 
beceme the statute-book of nations,as well as the enchiridion of the 
humble, private christian. Under its banner we are enlisted; and 
whilst it floats over us with the inscription, “In hoc signo vinces,” we fear 
not for the final success of all the great enterprises of christian bene- 
volence, which, under its auspices, are going forward in our day; and 


among these stand conspicuous, Temperance, African Colonization, and 
Sunday Schools. 
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a 
Temperance. 





At the general anniversary of the Kentucky 
Temperance Society, held at the Presbyterian 
Church in Frankfort, on Monday the 4th of 
July, 1831. 

At 11 o’clock the President took the chair. 
The following delegates from other ‘I’empe- 
rance Societies, reported themselves and took 
their seats. 

From Big Spring, (Woodford county,)— 
G. E. Blackburn, Willis Taylor, and Nathan 
Ayres. 

Madison county—Robert Clarke. 

Mount-Pleasant, (Harrison county )—Sam- 
uel D. Edgar. 

Fayetie county—Rev. Jas. Fishback, D. D. 
Rev. James B. Smith, and J. M. M’Calla,esq. 
Pendleton county—Matthew E. ‘Thomas. 

Bowlinggreen, (Warren county)—Dr. R. 
B. Stockton. 

Union, (i ranklin county)—J. H. Paxton. 

Forks of Dick’s river, (Garrard county )— 
James H. Spilman. 

Pisgah, (Woodford county)—Robert E. 
Scrogin and B. F. Milton. 

Paris, (Bourbon county)—Adam C. Kee- 
non. 

Buck Run, (Franklin county)—Alexander 
Macklin and Benjamin Ely. 

Harrodsburg, (Mercer county)—Samuel 
M? Afee. 

Versailles, (Woodford county)—F. R. 
Gray. 

‘I'he report from the board was read, and 
ordered to be published. 

An address on the occasion was delivered 
by the President, pursuant to previous ap- 
pointment. 

The committee formerly appointed to re- 
view the Constitution, reported a new draft 
thereof, which being amended, was adopted as 
the Constitution of this society. 

Sundry auxiliaries were received on their 
application. 

The officers were elected for the - ensuing 

ar. 

HON. B. MILLS, President.* 

REV. JNO. T. EDGAR, Vice-President? 

DR. LUKE MUNSELL, Secretary. 

REUBEN ANDERSON, Treasurer. 

COL. JAS. DAVIDSON, Auditor. 

ADAM C. KEENON, 

ROBT. BROWN, 

JOHN J. VEST, 

JOSEPH W. ALLEN, 

JOHN 8. ROBSON, 

The society adjourned to meet at candle 
light, and then an address was delivered by 
the Rev. James Fishback, D. D. Among 


Managers. 





*Died, December 6, 1831, and Col. James 
Davidson was elected to fill bis place. 





the business of the evening, the following reso- 
lution was adopted. 

Resolved, ‘hat a collection be made at the 
next monthly meeting of this society, and that 
the auxiliary societies be requested by the Se- 
cretary, to make a similar collection, at their 
next meetings respectively, the proceeds of 
which shall be expended in publishing these 
proceedings and report, and other documents 
in aid of the temperance cause, 

Sundry persons enrolled their names as 
members. 

And then the society adjourned. 


NEW CONSTITUTION 
OF THE 
Kentucky Temperance Society. 

Wer, the members of the Kentucky |!'em- 
perance Society, composed of the former mem- 
bers of the Franklin 'l’emperance Society, and 
of such as have united with us since the change 
of the latter institution, and also of such as 
may hereafter become members of this boy, 
availing ourselves of our anniversary on the 
4th of July, 1831, do adopt the following Con- 
stitution in lieu of all former provisions. 

Articté I. This. Society shall be called 
the {kentucky ‘I'emperance Society, auxiliary 
tothe American ‘Temperance Society. 

Art. If. Any person subscribing this Con- 
stitution, shall be a member of this “ociety. 

Arr. Ifi. The members of this Nociety 
believing that the ordinary use of intoxicating 
liquors, by persons in health, is not only unne- 
cessary but hurtful; and thatthe practice is 
the cause of intemperate appetites and habits ; 
and that while it is continued, the evils of in~ 
temperance can never be prevented; do, 
therefore, agree that we wiil abstain from the 
use of distilled spirits, either unmixed or di- 
luted with other liquids; and also, from the 
use Of imported wines, except when necessary 
as a medicine in case of bodily infirmity, or 
when necessary to be used as an element in 
religious ordinances: that we will not counte- 
nance the use of them in our families, nor pre- 
sent them for entertainment to our friends or 
visitants, or to persons in our employment: 
that we will neither manufacture nor deai in 
them; and that by all suitable ways and means 
we will discountenance the use of them in the 
community. 

Art. LV. Any member who shall be guilty 
of a violation of the foregoing article, or be- 
come intoxicated by drinking any fermented 
liquors not therein prohibited, shail forfeit all 
his privileges, and be subject to be stricken from 
the roll of members. 

Art. V. Any member may withdraw from 
this society by filing with the Secretary a no- 
tice in writing of such withdrawal, and the 
reasons therefor; and until this is done, each 
one whose name has been enrolled sual) be 
counted a member, and considered responsi 


| ble for any breach of this Constitution. 
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Art. VI. The officers of this Society shall 
be a President, Vice-President, Secretary, 
‘Treasurer, Auditor, and five managers, to be 
chosen at each annual meeting, and to remain 
m office until their successors are duly ap- 
pointed, 

Arr. VIL. Sec, 1. It shall be the duty of 
the President to preside both at the meetings of 
the Society, and at meetings of the board of 
managers, to preserve order, appoint commit- 
tees, and perform all other duties usually imci- 
dent to the presiding officer over a deliberative 
body. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the Vice- 
President to perform all the duties of the 
President in his absence: and in case of the 
:useuce of both, the other officers present may 
eause one of their bocv, or any other suitable 
member of the Society, to perform the duties 
af the President. 

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the Secre- 
tary to record all the proceedings of the Soci- 
ety, and carefully preserve the files and com- 
suunications thereof, 

Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of the Trea- 
surer to keep and carefully preserve all money 
or other property belonging to the Society, and 
to pay or deliver the same to the order of the 
Auditor. All contributions to the Society 
shall be yoluntary. 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the Auditor 
to receive and report to the board of mana- 
gers any breaches of the constitution and rules 
of the Society; to keep a correct account of 
the funds belonging to the Society, and to drzw 
drafts on the ‘Treasurer by order of the Soci- 
ety or of the board ef managers; and, also, 
to perform the duties of corresponding Secre- 
tary. 

Art. VIII. All the officers of this Society, 
collectively, shall constitute a board for the 
transaction of business, and carrying into effect 
all votes and orders of the Society: and it 
shall be their duty to devise and recommend 
the best means for accomplishing its benevo- 
lent designs; and to propose, from time to 
time, measures for raising funds, and to per- 
form alj duties, in accordance with this cousti- 
tution, necessary for promoting habits of tem- 
perance. They shall inquire into and take 
cognizance of all breaches of the Constitution ; 
and erase from the roll any offending mem- 
bers, after giving them a reasonable opportuni- 
ty of defence. ‘They shail make an annual 
report to this Society of their proceedings; 
and through their Auditor shall transmit annu- 
ally to the parent Society, an account of the 
estate, measures, success, receipts, and expen- 
ditures of this Society.. The board shall sit 
on their own appointments or adjournments; 
and may act by an executive committee either 
permancntly or temporarily appointed. 

Arr. IX. The Society shall meet annually 
on the 4th day of July, and when: that hap- 
yens on Suuday, the day previous; and at 
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such other times as they may be convoked by 
the board, or on the appointments of the So- 
ciety itself: and its meetings shall be conduct- 
ed according to the rules or by-laws adopted 
by the body, not inconsistent with this Consti- 
tution. 

Art. X. Any Temperance Society by 
adopting this constitution, or one in accord- 
ance with it, or one excluding ardent spirits 
only, may, upon application, become auxiliary 
to this Society; and shall then be entitled to a 
delegated seat in all its-meetings, and shall 
have a voice in all its deliberations and Weci- 
sions. And the Presidents of all auxiliary 
Societies shall be ex officio Vice-Presidents of 
this Society; and all other officers of such 
auxiliaries, shall be ex officio members of this 
Society, and shall at all times be entitled to 
hold a seat therein. It shall be the duty of 
all such auxiliaries to make report to this So- 
ciety, by the loth of June annually, and to 
send a delegate to its annual meetings. 

Art. XI. This Constitution shall be sub- 
ject to alteration or amendment at the annual 
meetings only; two thirds of all the members 
present concurring therein; but propositions to 
amend may be laid before the Society at other 
meetings, though they shall not be acted on 
until the next annual meeting, at which dele- 
gates from auxiliaries may have a seat. 

Adopted in Convention, June 5, 1831, 
(the delegate from Harrodsburg alone dis- 
senting, with regard to the exclusion of 
wine.) 


FIRST ANNUAL REPORT 
Of te Kentucky Temperance Society to the 
annual meeting, at Frankfort, July 4th 

1831, by a comnuttee appointed on the 11th 

of June, 1831. 

‘The first meeting for the purpose of form- 
ing a ‘l'emperance Society, was held in Frank- 
fort, on the 17th day of June, 1829, at which 
time about thirty persons enrolled their names 
as membersof such asociety. On the 4th of 
July following, another meeting was held, and 
a constitution, on the principle of entire absti- 
nence from ardent spirits and foreign wines, 
was drawn up, adopted, and signed by seventy-~ 
three persons: oificers were elected, and a so- 
ciety was duly organized, under the name of 
the “Franklin ‘Temperance Society,” auxilia- 
ry to the American ‘Temperance Society. 
From this period regular monthly meetings 
were held alternately at the Methodist, Bap- 
tist, and Presbyterian Churches, n Frankfort ; 
and at every meeting an address was delivered 
by some member of the society appointed for 
that purpose. Some of these addresses have 
been published and extensively distributed 
through the country; and it is believed that 
the cause of temperance has been greatly pro- 
moted through their instrumentality. At every 
meeting of the society new members were 
added to the list; and at the annual meeting 
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| on the 4th of July, 1830, the number amount- | society was originally formed, with regard to 
| ed totwo hundred and seventy-nine. Inthe | foreign wines, which it leaves unforbidden, 
meantime, however, seven oreight persons re- | much dissatisfaction was produced by its adop- 
quested their names to be withdrawn from the | tion; and unfortunately, no provision was 
list of members, alleging as an excuse, that | made bythe constitution for its amendment. 
| their business was such as rendered it necessa- | It was therefore deemed admissible by the ac- 
wr ry for them to deal in ardent spirits: the names | vocates for the rejection of wine, to amend the 


ef three were also erased from the list in con- 
sequence of repeated violations of the consti- 
tution. Sometime previous to the annual 
meeting on the 4th of July, 1830, several of 
the members became dissatisfied with that pro- 
vision of the constitution which prohibits the 
use of foreign wines; and, accordingly, gave 
notice that an amendment to the constitution, 
in that particular, would be offered at t! e en- 
suing annual meeting. Several communica- 
tions from other [‘emperance Societies in the 
state had also been received, recommending to 
this society to erectitself into a state society, 
for the purpose of receiving the reports of such 
societies throughout the state, as might become 
auxiliary toit; thereby bringmg about a uni- 
formity of measures in the different societies, 
and greatly promoting the cause of temperance 
by a systematic and energetic co-operation. 
In order, therefore, that the sense of the soci- 
ety might be taken on the propriety of amend- 
ing its constitution and erecting itself into a 
state society; and to give other societies in the 
state an opportunity to meet with us and assist 
in forming such a constitution as would not 
only satisfy its own members, but would be 
likely to induce all the societies in the ‘state to 
become auxiliary, a resolution was passed on 
the 8th of May, 1830, approving of the recom- 
mendation of the societies aforementioned, 
and appointing a committee to draft and re- 
port a new constitution; and the Auditor, 
agreeably to request, notified the different soci- 
eties throughout the state of the resolution of 
this society, to form a state society on the Sth 
day of July following, and requested them to 
send delegates to the convention to be held in 
Frankfort on that day. | 

On the 5th of July, 1830, the first annual 
meeting, and the day appointed to sit in con- 
vention with other societies, for the purpose of 
erecting this society into a state society, and 
adopting a new constitution, after the delivery 
of an address, the committee which had been 
appointed, reported a constitution. Delegates 
from two societies in Henry county, one in 
Woodford, and one in Owen county, appeared 
and took their seats. ‘The constitution was 
read, and after a protracted and somewhat 
disorderly discussion, was finally adopted with 
some slight amendment. ‘Thus, the “Frank- 
lin ‘Temperance Society,’ was erected into a 
state society, by the name of the “Kentucky 
‘Temperance Society, auxiliary to the Ameri- 
can’ l‘emperance Society ;”? and the four above 
named societies became auxiliary to it. As 
the constitution which was adopted on this oc- 
‘casion differs from the one under which the 


constitution at any time: and as they believed 
that a majority of the society were opposed to 
the admission of wine, and had been uninten- 
tionally, and, as they thought, by a legislative 
manceuvre, induced to vote for the adoption oi 
the constitution, they were determined to at- 
tempt its amendment at the next meeting. 
The subject became a matter of controversy 
at every meeting of the society, from this time 
till the 9th of October, when the following re- 
solution was passed : 

“ Resolved, Ihat the next stated meeting of 
this society be considered a called meeting for 
the express purpose of deciding whether the 
constitution of this society shall be so amend- 
ed as to exclude the use of wine, with the ex- 
ceptions pointed out in the original constitu 
tion of this society.”’ 

At the next stated meeting, which was on 
the llth of November, the following amend- 
ment of the constitution was read and adopted : 

“It shall be unlawful for members of this 
society to use foreign wines, or provide them 
for the entertainment of their friends or per 
sons in their employment, except in cases 0! 
sickness or religious ordinances.” 

Immediately after this, ten or twelve mem-~ 
bers withdrew their names from the list, giving 
as their reasons for so doing, that they consid- 
ered the attempt to amend the constitution as 
an irregular and an unwarrantable proceeding ; 
and that they felt no disposition to belong to a 
society which conducted its proceedings with 
so little harmony. 

It is with painful feelings that the committee 
relate these circumstances; and they regret 
exceedingly, that any attempt should have 
been made to amend the constitution except at 
an annual meeting; as all just grounds of com- 
plaint would then have been removed, and no 
interruption to the rapidly advancing cause of 
temperance would have been produced. Still, 
however, under all these disadvantages, the 
cause has been daily gaining ground; and since 
the Lith of November last, when the above 
mentioned amendment was adopted, thirty- 
five members have been added to the society. 

On the 17th of February last, a committee. 
consisting of four members, was appointed to 
visit each church in this county, and form aux- 
iliary societies. ‘That committee have faith- 
fully and successfully performed the services 
assigned them; and their reports marked No. 
1, 2, and 3, ave herewith reported. 

On the 12th of March last, the Presidens 
and Secretary of this society were requested. 
to address a circular letter to all the Tempe- 
rance societies in the state, requesting them to 
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send delegates to a convention to be held on 
the 4th of July, 183), at Frankfort, for the 
purpose of amending the constitucion of the 
state society, &c. | hat service has been per- 
formed, and the circular letter was printed in 
two of the newspapers in this town, with a 
rejuest to the editors of other newspapers 
friendly to the cause of temperance, to re-pub- 
lish the same. 

i pon areview of all the proceedings of this 
society since its first formation, with the excep- 
tion of the unhappy circumstance already al- 
luded to, the committee have ample cause to 
congratulate themselves, and the society gene- 
rally, upon the success of their exertions. 
That a reformation with respect to temperance 
has been produced in the county generally, 
through tieir instrumentality, is perceptible to 
the most superficial observer. Several con- 
firmed drunkards have been reformed, and 
many persons who were rapidly verging to con- 
firmed habits of intoxication, have been time- 
ly rescued frome ruin. Although the opera- 
tions of the society have, from time to time, 
been resolutely opposed by the advocates of 
tipling, dram-drinkers, grocers, and temperate 
grog-drikers, its progress has been onward 
and irresistible: andit is worthy of remark, 
that one dealer in thick potations, in Frank- 
fort, who was particularly rancorous in his op- 
position to the formation of this society, has so 
far got the better of his feelings, and yielded 
to public sentiment, as to attend one of the 
late meetings, patiently listen to an animated 
address, and at the conclusion, liberally con- 
tribute to the funds of the society. 

Before closing this report, the committee 
cannot refrain from adverting to one circum- 
stance, over which they would fain throw the 
mantle of christian charity: It is the apathy, 
not to say direct opposition, to the temperance 
cause, evinced by a large portion of the pro- 
fessed followers of Jesus Christ. How sucha 
course can be reconciled with the solemn vow 
made before God and man, “to renounce the 
world, the flesh, and the devil,”” and “‘to take 
up the cross daily, and follow after Christ, 
through good and through evil report,’ it is 
difficult to comprehend ; but such is the melan- 
choly fact. From an accurate estimate, it is 
ascertained that the Baptist, Methodist, and 
Presbyterian churches in Frankfort, contain, 


‘altogether, 453 members. On carefully exam- 


ining the roll of the ‘Temperance Society, it 
appears that there are 44 members of the Bap- 
tist church, 13 of the Methodist, and 51 of 
the Presbyterian church, belonging to the soci- 
ety—in all 108—being less than one fourth of 
the members of ail the churches. We state 
this singular fact without making any further 
comment upon it, than to express ahope that 
the subject will cail ferth the serious reflection 
of professing christians; and that the minis- 
vers of the Gospel, who are set as watchmen 
upon the towers of Zion, will not cease to 


proclaim that all is not right im the camp of 
Israel, while they linger in coming up to the 
help of the “ord, agaiust the mighty, the com- 
mon enemy, intemperance. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
H. WINGATE, C 
L. MUNSELL, _ 


Frankfort, July 4th, 1831. 
We would add that the reports from the 
auxiliaries on the present occasion, are cheer- 
ing. his society has already, under all its 
embarrassments, united with it the following 
auxiliaries. 
Last of ausxiliary Temperance Societies, with 
the date of their formation, and the num- 
ber of members belonging to each. 


Edmonson, May 1831, 57 
\Varren county, Dec. 19, 1829, 91 
Pisgah, Jan. 1830, 72 
Forks of Dick’s river, Sept. 1830, 70 
Mount-?leasant, May 15, 1830, 120 
Beard, May 27, 1830, 40. 
Bourbon county, Dec. 1829, 152 
Fayette county, Jan. 29, 1830, 530 
Versailles, July 1829, 68 
Harrodsburg, Aug. 1829, 165 
Mount Olivet, a) 
Russell ville, Nov. 13,1830, 81 
Rockcastle county, Aug. 1830, 70 
Buck Run, March 12, 1831, 62 
Pendleton county, Feb. 15, 1830, 40 
Union, 38 
Big Spring, 80 
Henry county. — 


We have also received communications 
from societies not yet auxiliary, and are pleas- 
ed with the correspondence. For although 
they may never become auxiliary, they show 
their ardent wish to co-operate with us, in ex- 
pelling the destroyerof our race. Not one of 
these societies, whether auxiliary or not, has 
made a barren report. In some places, distil- 
leries have ceased, half intemperate persons 
have been rescued from the danger before them, 
and less spirit has been drunk, and considera- 
ble disposition to conceal the practice of drink- 
ing, and hide their thirst from the public, ap- 
pears, and every where the march of tempe~ 
rance principles, if not rapid, is progressive, 
even against a weight of opposition, and that 
frequently from men whose standing and influ- 
ence ought to be exerted on our side. We 
again repeat, that many who profess to be 
christians, are sometimes found in front, in the 
ranks of opposition, or hanging far in the rear, 
for the special purpose of reserving the right, 
(as they term it,) of “drinking a little.” 
They say “ta little’? does them no harm, and 
thus refuse to co-operate in doing much good, 
which was the constant example of their Lord 
and master, whilst he dwelt on earth. 

Perhaps our gain is less in reforming inebri- 
ates than in any other part of its progress. 
These wretched creatures have lost all shame, 
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and all regard to the frowns of the virtuous 
and good. Nothing but the power of omni- 
potence can arrest the downward course, of 
many of those hopeless immortals. ‘lhey 
must repose, at last, in the most dismal of all 
recesses, “‘a drunkard’s grave.”” l'o have none 
to succeed them, or walk in their steps, must 
be the great good resulting from the tempe- 
rance reformation. , 

In conclusion, we cannot help exhorting all 
the friends of temperance to march on their 
course, and success will crown their efforts. 
Let them not be ashamed to be calied “cold 
water men.” It ought to be their glory and 
pride. With them they have the talents, the 
influence, and the virtuous part of the com- 
munity. Let none become careless or neglect 
to attend their respective meetings, to perform 
their respective duties, and to recommend en- 
tire abstinence, by their whole conduct and 
conversation. 


Resolutions of the Kentucky Temperance 
Society. 

October 8, 1831. diesolved, That the Se- 
cretary be requested to publish our Constitu- 
tion and Annual Report, in the- Harbinger of 
the Mississippi Valley; and to procure 150 
copies for the use of this society. 

Resolved, That we highly disapprove of the 
use made of intoxicating drinks, by candi- 
dates and their friends, for the purpose of ob- 
taining votes; and consider the practice as 
calculated to weaken, if not to subvert, the 
foundatioris of our republican institutions, and 
to destroy the best interests of man. 

Resolved, Chat we deprecate the extent of 
the practice, and think it contrary to sound 
principles; and that to engage in it is beneath 
the dignity of a christian, a patriot, or philan- 
thropist. 

December 10. Whereas it has pleased Al- 
mighty God, since the last meeting of this soci- 
ety, to remove from among us our worthy and 
much esteemed President, whose ardent and 
disinterested devotion to the cause of humani- 
ty and benevolence justly entitle him to the 
affectionate regard of the friends of all the 
charitable associations of the day: Therefore, 

Resolved, ‘Uhat in the much lamented death 
ef the Hon. BENJAMIN MLUULs, this so- 
ciety has lost a patriotic and faithful presiding 
officer, to whose untiring efforts it is greatly in- 
debted for its present prosperous condition ; 
the town is deprived of an intelligent and en- 
terprising citizen, the courts of an able and 
faithful advocate, and the church of a most 
exemplary member: T'o his bereaved widow 
and orphan children, the privation is irrepara- 


ble. 
Mills, this expression of their sympathy in her 


great affliction, with assurances. of their high 
regard for the memory of her deceased hus- 


band, . 
No. 1. Vouume I. 


Resolved, That this society tender to Mrs. 


Resolved, That the custom of celebrating 
the birth-day of our Saviour, by egg-nogg 
and wine parties, is highly improper and un- 
suitable to the occasion; that it is productive 
of much vice and rioting, and that it ought to 
be discountenanced by al] good citizens, and 
especially by professors of religion. 

Resolved, ‘That we will celebrate the day 
by attending on Divine Service; and by @ 
meeting of th s society to hear an address de- 
livered by some one at the instance of the 
Secretary. 

February 18, 1832. Resolved, That a 
committee of three be appointed to draft a cir- 
cular to the citizens of this town and county ; 
and have it printed, with that article of the 
Constitution containing the pledge, for the pur- 
pose 6f having one copy of it placed in the 
hands of every family. 

Resolved, ‘That the members of this society, 
at the next meeting, will come prepared to 
make a contribution to defray the necessary 
expenses of the society; amti that the Secre- 
tary request the different auxiliaries to make a 
similar contribution, and forward the same as 
early as convenient, to the managers of this 
society. 

March 10. Resolved, That a meeting be 
held next Wednesday evening, at the Presby- 
terian church, for the purpose of forming a 
‘Temperance Society among the free blacks, 
and other persons of colour in this town. 


CIRCULAR. 
To the citizens of Frankfort and- Franklin 
county. 
Fe.iow-Citizens— 

We ask your aid in a most impor- 
tant work. We address you in behalf of the 
kentucky ‘Temperance Society; and ask you, 
to assist us in suppressing the vice of intem- 
perance. You will, probably, ask why; and 
how shall we assist you? We answer to the 
first, you should assist us, because the desola- 
tions of mitemperance are co-extensive with 
our country, its vestiges are even impressed on 
the soil, and in human hearts they are marked 
in lines too deep to be effaced. Intemperance 
has destroyed more health, cost our country 
more lives, built and supported more prisons, 
caused more crime, made more paupers, taxed 
our country more heavily, demoralized more 
persons, broken more hearts, beggared more 
families, frustrated more hopes, and sent more 
souls to perdition, than all other vices put to- 
gether. Do you ask for the proof of these as- 
sertions? We substantiate them by an appeal 
to the physicians; no less than two hundred 
and fifty of whom have lately declared, that 
the use of ardent spirit is absolutely inyurious, 
and that it causes More than one half of the 
disease and death of the community; by an 
appeal to the records of our courts of justice, 
and the testimony of our judges and lawyers, 
from which it appears that about three-fourths 
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of the crime, pauperism, and litigation, spring 
from this source; by a calculation made from 
an examination in thirty different places, by 
which it is discovered that the annual cost of 
intemperance in our country, is ninety-five mil- 
lion of dollars, a sum equal to one thirtieth 
part of the value of all the property in the 
United States; by the testimony of your own 
observation, which, if you have looked at the 
state of society around you, will show you the 
destruction of feelingsand hopes, and the de- 
moralizing influence in the unhappy victims of 
excess, and their unfortunate connexions; and 
lastly, by an appeal to the bills of mortality, 
from which it appears that about forty thou- 
sand drunkards annua!ly pass into eternity, 
and none of them, says the Bible, shall imherit 
the kingdom of God. 
‘nese are the ravages which mark the whole 
face of eur country. You can estimate what 
they are, in our own county, when we tell you, 
we are credibly informed, that within its limits, 
there are fifty grogshops, thirty-two of which 
are not licensed, but retail ardent spirits in di- 
rect violation of the laws of God and man; 
and that in our own town, by going back a 
short time, we can number fourteen deaths 
through the divect agency of ardent spirits; and 
that now we can count eleven widows of in- 
temperate husbands, and thirty-seven children 
of intemperate parents. For these reasons we 
ask your assistance. We wish to remove the 
cause of all this suffering, and expense; and 
to remedy the evil in future, by a preventive 
rather than acure. We ask you to aid us by 
solemnly pledging yourselves, that henceforth, 
you wil abstain from the use of ardent spirits 
and foreign wines, except wien they are pre- 
scribed by a physician, to be used as medicine. 
Every otherplan which has been tried, has prov-~ 
ed unsuccessful. Legal enactments have long 
since failed in producing the desired effect; 
many will become drunkards though subject to 
a fine and imprisonment for so doing; and 
many will retail spirits, without a license; the 
penal provision of the law to the contrary not- 
withstanding. A correct public sentiment is 
the only remedy; and we ask you to help us 
rectify this sentiment. ‘To do this, nothing 
less than a pledge to total abstinence will be 
necessary. You may object toa pledge, and 
think you can be temperate without one; it is 
possible you can, but union gives strength, and 
we wish to form a combination, which we hope 
will increase till the evi] shall be exterminated ; 
a pledge is necessary to form such a coinbina- 
tion. Had not the fathers of the revolution 
pledged “their lives, their fortunes, and their 
sacred honor,” to support the cause of free- 
dom, our country had sunk under oppression, 
and a rod of iron had ruled their children. 
You will see the value of a pledge, farther, 
when we tell you that through the use made of 
it by the friends of temperance, “more than a 
thousand distilleries have been stopped; more 
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than three thousand merchants have ceased to 
traffic in the poison; more than three thousand 
drunkards have ceased to use imtoxicating 
drinks; more than ten thousand persons, we 
suppose, have been saved from becoming drunk- 
ards; the quantity of ardent spirits imported and 
sold is greatly diminished ; and that in nine for- 
eign countries, the cause of temperance is 
bearing down all opposition, and is fast ap~- 
proaching its ultimate triumph. _We cannot 
ask you to make half a sacrifice; we wish you 
to abandon the use of this article entirely. 
There was a time when every drunkard was 
perfectly temperate ; his first step was to take 
a little; then he became a temperate drinker; 
and then he became a drunkard. We ask 
you to save yourselves from the expense, and 
disease, mcident to the use of ardent spirits, 
and to assist us in saving our deluded friends 
and fellow beings from destruction; and in 
preserving those who are now in imminent 
danger, by following theirexample. We ask 
assistance from all. We ask not your money, 
your time, or the sacrifice of any real interest ; 
but we ask for your name and influence, to 
promote this work of reform. Let the tem- 
perate cease to drink and to purchase, and 
there will soon be no drunkards or venders of 
spirits; our country will soon be delivered, and 
the stream of desolation which threatens to 
roll its waves still more deep and broad, will 
be dried up. 

To the vender of ardent spirits, we say, 
consider the cause in which you are engaged ; 
you are selling the article which destroys the 
property, reputation, and soul of your neigh- 
bor. It cannot be profitable; you lose as 
much by drunken customers as you gain by the 
sale of the article; prosper not by the de- 
struction of your fellow men, build not your 
houses by iniquity, nor purchase estates with 
the price of blood. 

‘To the temperate drinker we say, join us 
and abstain. You receive no good from the 
practice of drinking; and you are in great 
danger, (though you may not apprehend it,) 
of becoming a drunkard, Stop before you go 
too far, and ruin your temperal and eternal 
interests. 

Parents, we call upon yo'’,and ask you to 
enlist your children in this good cause, set 
them a good example, and save both them and 
yourselves from irretrievable ruin. 

Christians, you profess to live for the glory 
of God, and the advancement of that cause 
which teaches men to live **soberly, righteously, 
and godly.” We entreat you by your solemn 
obligations, assist us in removing this prolific 
cause of crime and wo. You are command- 
ed to pray, “thy kingdom cone ;”” cherish not 
one of the greatest enemies of that kingdom: 
you pray, “lead us not into temptation ;” be- 
ware that you do not lead others into it. 

To the ladies we say, can you not aid us? 
your sex are the greatest sufferers; you can do 
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much; throw your influence around society, 
and keep it back from the enchanted cup of 
death; beseech your husbands, your brothers, 
your sons, to refrain and save themselves and 
you, from ignominy and disgrace. 

To Patriots, to Philanthropists, to all; we 
say, come up to this mighty work, and redeem 
your country from this awful curse. 

That you may more fully understand our 
object, we subjoin that part of our constitution 
which contains the pledge. We respectfully 
request you to sign it, and return your names 
either to one of the subscribers, or the secre- 
tary of the Temperance Society nearest to 


you. 
J. T. EDGAR, 


H. 8. DUKE, $+ Commitiee. 
T. A. MILLS, 


“ArticLe III. The members of this soci- 
ety, believing that the ordinary use of intoxi- 
cating liquors, by persons in health, is not only 
unnecessary but hurtful; and that the prac- 
tice is the cause of intemperate appetites and 
habits; and that while it is continued, the evils 
of intemperance can never be prevented; do, 
therefore, agree that we will abstain from the 
use of distilled spirits, either unmixed or dilut- 
ed with other liquids; and also from the use of 
imported wines, except when necessary as a 
medicine, in case of bodily infirmity, or when 
necessary to be used as an element in religious 
ordinances: ‘That we will not countenance the 
use of them in our families, nor present them 
for entertainment to our friends or visitants, or 
to persons in our employment: ‘That we will 
neither manufacture nor deal in them, and 
that by all suitable ways and means, we will 
discountenance the use of them in the com- 
munity.” 


Since the foregoing Annual Report was made, 
an Auxiliary ‘Temperance Society has been 
formed in Frankfort, called “The Franklin 
Temperance Society.” Its Constitution is 
similar to that of the State Society, with the 
exception of the admission of foreign wines. 
It consists, at present, of 38 members. A 
oa Society has, also, been formed by 
the Free Blacks, and other persons of colour, 
in Frankfort, consisting of 94 members. 





A communication from the President and 


Secretary of the Greenville (Muhlenburg) 
‘Temperance Society, has been received, and 
shall be inserted in the next number, which 
will appear early in the month of April. In 
the meantime, the subject, (which is the em- 
ployment of suitable agents to visit al] parts of 
the state, for the purpose of promoting the 
cause of temperance,) will be considered by 
the Board of Managers of the State Society, 
who will no doubt sanction the plan, and re- 
commend its adoption by the different auxi- 


liaries. 





Colonization. 





For want of room, we offer but little to our 
readers, in the present number, on the subject 
of African Colonization: In future, however, 
we shall pay more attention to it. 

The following Resolutions have been passed 
by the Board of Managers of the Kentucky 
Colonization Society. 

August 22d, 1831. 

Resolved, That the Rev. George C. Light 
be appointed an agent of this society, with 
full power to form auxiliaries, collect money, 
and to perform all acts and things which in his 
judgment may be best calculated to advance 
the great objects of this society; and that he 
be requested to make report to the correspond- 
ing secretary, from time to time, of his acts 
and doings. 

Resolved, further, That this board do guar- 
antee to Mr. Light the sum of six hundred 
dollars per annum, commencing on the Ist day 
of September next, in consideration of servi- 
ces for the time he may be actually employed 
in the duties of his appointment: Provided, 
That the money actually collected and ac- 
counted for by him, shall amount to that sum. 

December 3d, 1831. 

Whereas, from the information received by 
this board, it is very probable that ‘a sufficient 
number of emigrants can be obtained to fit out 
another expedition from Kentucky and the 
western states, during the ensuing year, and 
there is a hope entertained that the expenses 
thereof can be raised principally in the west; 
It is therefore, 

Resolved, ‘That this board do approve of 
the said expedition, and that the agents of this 
society, and all the friends thereof, be request- 
ed and solicited to co-operate and engage hear- 
tily in preparing and fitting out an expedition, 
the emigrants in which shal] rendezvous at the 
city of Louisville, on the first day of Novem- 
ber, 1832, and proceed from thence to Li- 
beria. 

Resolved, That the auxiliary societies be 
requested to forward their funds, and make 
their annual reports on or before the first day of 
October, annually. 


At a late meeting of the Board of Mana- 
gers of the Kentucky Colonization Society, 
the following memorial and accompanying let- 
ter was ordered to be extensively distributed 
throughout the state. One of these memorials 
with 177 signatures, has been forwarded from 
Frankfort to the Hon. Joseph Lecompte, for 


presentation. 

MEMORIAL, 

To the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the U. States, in Congress assembled. 
‘The undersigned petitioners, citizens of the 

state of Kentucky, would respectfully repre- 
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sent, that we cordially unite with our fellow 
citizens of other states in the Union, in deeply 
lamenting the miseries attendant upon slavery, 
and the resulting evil of an existing and rapidly 
increasing population of Free Biacks through- 
out the Union; and that we are anxious to 
see those miseries and evils mitigated by every 
possible means not repugnant to the rights of 
individuals or to the constitution of the United 
States. 

Viewing, therefore, with the highest appro- 
bation, the exertions which are making by the 
friends of Colonization throughout the . nited 
States, for the removal of the Free Blacks to 
the land of their fathers; and believing that 
the enterprize, if successfully prosecuted, will 
meliorate our own condition and that of the 
Colonists, and that it is intimately connected 
with the present dearest interests and future 
welfare of our beloved couutry, we,as patriots, 
christians, and philanthropists, do most earn- 
estly request and petition your honorable body 
to extend its energetic arm for the complete 
and speedy accomplishment of this great and 
glorious undertaking. We would not pre- 
sume to prescribe the mode by which your pat- 
ronage and assistance shall be afforded; but 
we trust that every constitutional expedient in 
your power, will be adopted; and we would 
beg leave to suggest, that an appropriation of 
a portion of the national revenue, and especi- 
ally of the surplus of the moneys derived from 
the sales of the public lands, after existing 
claims upon that fund are satisfied—to be ap- 
plied to the object herein contemplated, either 


under the immediate direction of the executive, . 


or in aid of the funds of the American Colo- 
nization Society, and the employment of a 
certain number of suitable vessels, to be own- 
ed, equipped, and manned” by the United 
States, in the transportation of Free Blacks to 
the coast of Africa—which might serve as a 
valuable nursery for seamen, as well as for the 
more important object in view—may be among 
the most feasible and efficient measures which 
can be adopted. 


Sin: The Boardof Managers of the Ken- 
tucky Colonization Society respectfully re- 
quests, that you will procure as many respec- 
table signatures as you conveniently can, to 
the above petition, and forward the same di- 
rectly to your representative in Congress, for 


presentation. | 
L, MUNSELL, 
Cor. Sec’y. Ky. Col. Society. 





At the last Annua! Meeting of the Ameri- 
ean Colonization Society, held at the city of 
Washington, on the !6th of January, 1832, 
the following highly interesting letters from the 
venerable Lafayette, Ex-President James 
Madison, and Chief Justice Marshall, were 
read by the Rev. R. R. Gurley, the Secretary, 
to whom they were addyessed. 
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Paris, October 29, 1831. 
My Dear Sir: Lam much obliged to you 
for the .Leports you have the kindness to send. 
The progressing state of our Liberia establish- 
meut is to me a source of enjoyment, and the 
most lively interest. Proud asi am of the 
honor of being one of the Vice-Presidents of 
the Society, L only regret that I cannot make 
myself more useful, Permit me to request 
every information in your power. My whole 
family join in the desire to receive, besides the 
Reports, the regular files of the Liberia Her- 
ald, extracts of which, we shall take care to 
have published. 
Remember me to our friends, and believe 
me most truly, your affectionate friend, 
LAFAYETTE. 
When the Society meet, be pleased to pre- 
sent my wishes, gratitude, and respect. 
Montrevier, December 29, 1831. 
Dear Sir: L received, in due time, your 
letter of the 2!st ult. and with due sensibility 
to the subject of it. Such, however, has been 
the effect of a painful rheumatism on my gen- 
eral condition, as well asin disqualifying my 
fingers for the use of the pen, that I could not 
do justice **to the principles and measures of 
the Colonization ociety in al] the great and 
various relations they sustain to our own coun- 
try and to Africa,” if my views of them could 
have the value which your partiality supposes. 
I may observe, in brief, that the Society had 
always my good wishes, though with hopes of 
its success less sanguine than were entertained 
by others, found to have been the better judges ; 
and, that I feel the greatest pleasure at the pro- 
gress already made by the Society, and the 
encouragement to encounter remaining diffi- 
culties afforded by the earlier and greater ones 
already overcome. Many circumstances at 
the present moment, seem to concur in bright- 
ening the prospects of the Society and cherish- 
ing the hope that the time will come, when the 
dreadful calamity which has so long afflicted 
our country and filled so many with despair, 
will be gradually removed, and by means con- 
sistent with justice, peace, and the general sa- 
tisfaction: thus giving to our country the full 
enjoyment of the blessings of liberty, and to 
the world the full benefit of its great example. 
I never considered the main difficulty of the 
great work as lying im the deficiency of eman- 
cipation, but in an inadequacy of asylums for 
such a growing mass of population, and in the 
great expense of removing it to its new home. 
‘The spirit of private manumission, as the laws 
may permit, and the exiles may consent, is in- 
creasing and will increase; and there are suffi- 
cient indications that the public authorities in 
slave-holding states, are looking forward to in- 
terpositions in different forms, that must have 
a powerful effect. With respect to the new 
abode for the emigrants, all agree that the 
choice made by the Society, is rendered pecus 
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liarly appropriate by considerations which need 
not be repeated ; and if other situations should 
not be found eligible receptacles for a portion 
of them, the prospects in Africa seem to be 
expanding in a highly encouraging degree. 

In contemplating the pecuniary resources 
needed for the removal of such a number to so 
great a distance, my thoughts and hopes have 
been long turned to the rich fund presented in 
the western lands of the Nation, which will 
soon entirely cease to be under a pledge for 
another object. ‘The great onein question is 
truly of a national character, and it is known 
that distinguished patriots not dwelling in slave- 
holding states, have viewed the object in that 
light, and would be willing to let the national 
domain be a resource in effecting it. 

Should it be remarked that the States, though 
all may be interested in relieving our country 
from the colored population, they are not equal- 
ly so; it is but fair to recollect, that the sec- 
tions most to be benefited, are those whose 
cessions created the fund to be disposed of. 

I am aware of the constitutional obstacle 
wl ich has presented itself; but if the general 
will be reconciled to an application of the ter- 
ritoriai fund to the removal of the colored pop- 
ulation, a grant to Congress of the necessary 
authority could be carried, with little delay, 
through the forms of the constitution. 

Sincerely wishing an increasing success to 
the labors of the Society, I pray you to be as- 
sured of my esteem, and to accept my friendly 
salutations. JAMES MADISON. 


Ricumonp, December 14, 1831. 

Dear Sir: 1 received your letter of the 7th, 
in the course of the mail, but it was not ac- 
companied by the documents you mention. 

L undoubtedly feel a deep interest in the 
success of the Society, but, if I had not long 
since formed a resolution against appearing in 
print on any occasion, I should now be unable 
tocomply with your request. In addition to 
various Occupations which press on me very 
seriously, the present state of my family is 
such asto prevent my attempting to prepare 
any thing for publication. 

The great object of the Society, I presume, 
is to obtain pecuniary aids. Application will 
undoubtedly be made, I hope successfully, to 
the several state Legislatures, by the societies 
formed within them respectively. It is ex- 
tremely desirable that they should pass per- 
manent laws on the subject, and the excite- 
ment produced by the late insurrection, makes 
this a favorable moment for the friends of the 
Colony to press for such acts. It would be 
also desirable, if such a direction could be 
given to state legislation, as might have some 
tendency to incline the people of color to mi- 
grate. ‘This, however, is a subject of much 
delicacy. Whatever may be the success of 
our ‘endeavors to obtain acts for permanent 


aids, I have no doubt that our applications for | 
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immediate contributions will receive attention 

It is possible, though not probable, that more 
people of color may be disposed to migrate 
than can be provided for with the funds the 
Society may be enabled tocommand. Unde: 
this impression I suggested, some years past, to 
one or two of the Board of Managers, to al- 
low a small additional bounty in lands, te 
those who would pay their own passage, in 
whole or in part. The suggestion, howev.r, 
was not approved, 

It is undoubtedly of great importance te 
retain the countenance and protection of the 
General Government. Some of our cruizers 
stationed on the coast of Africa would, at the 
same time, interrupt the slave trade—a horrid 
traffic, detested by all good men, and would 
protect the vessels and commerce of the Colo- 
ny from pirates who infest those seas. ‘The 
power of the government to afford this aid, is 
not, I believe, contested. I regret that its 
power to grant pecuniary aid, is not equally 
free from questién. On this subject, I have 
always thought and still think, that the propo- 
sition made by Mr. King, in the Senate, is the 
most unexceptionable, and the most effective 
that can be devised. 

‘The fund would probably operate as rapid- 
ly as would be desirable, when we take into 
view the other resources which might come in 
aid of it, and its application would be, per- 
haps, less expose to those constitutional ob- 
jections which are made in the South, than the 
application of money drawn from the ‘l reasu- 
ry and raised by taxes. ‘UVhe lands are the 
property of the 4 nited States, and have here 
tofore been disposed of by the government 
under the idea of absolute ownership. ‘The 
cessions of the several] states convey them to 
the General Government for the common bene- 
fit, without prescribing any limits to the judg- 
ment of Congress, or any rule by which that 
judgment shall be exercised, ‘The cession of 
Virginia indeed, seems to look to an apportion- 
ment of the funds among the states, “accord- 
ing to their severa] respective proportions in 
the general charge and expenditure.” But 
this cession was made at a time when the lands 
were believed to be the only available fund 
for paying the debts of the United States and 
supporting their government. ‘This condition 
has probably been supposed to be controled by 
the existing constitution, which gives Congres 
“power to dispose of, and make all needful 
rules and regulations respecting the territories 
or the property belonging to the United States. 
It is certain that the donations made for th: 
roads and colleges are not in proportion to the 
part borne by each state, of the general expen- 
diture. The removal of our colored popula- 
tion is, I think, a common object, by no means 
confined to the slave states, although they are 
more immediately interestedimit. ‘The whole 
Union would be strengthened by it, and reliev- 
ed from a danger, whose extent can scarce!s 
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ve estimated. It lessens very much in my es- 
timation, the objection in a political view, to 
the application of this ample fund, that our 
lands are becoming an object for which the 
states are to scramble, and which threatens to 
sow the seeds of discord among us, instead of 
being what they might be—a source of national 
wealth. 

Iam, dear sir, with great and respectful 
esteem, your obedient servant, 


J. MARSHALL. 








Sunday Schools. 





For the Harbinger. 
SABBATH SCHOOLS, No. I. 
Mr. Eprror— 

I see from your prospectus, that you 
intend to devote a part of your paper, to the 
promotion of Sabbath Schools. I am glad to 
see this; for [ know of no paper in the west 
which is devoted specially to that subject. I 
hope you will meet with that encouragement, 
which the importance of the cause merits. I 
propose, occasionally, to offer your readers an 
essay On the subject; andif you can find room 
for me in your first number, | will state as cor- 
rectly as I can, the facts in relation to the ori- 
gin, present state, and prospect of Sabbath 
Schools. 

In the year 1782, Mr. Robert Raikes, of the 
city of Gloucester, England, was called by 
some business to the suburbs of the city. 
While there, he was disturbed by the noise 
made by a number of children in the street; 
he mentioned the circumstance to a woman, 
who replied that on the Sabbath the noise was 
so excessive, that those who wished, could not 
read their Bibles. He enquired if no one 
could be found who would be willing to teach 
them on that day; and was directed to a wo- 
man in the neighborhood, whom he engaged to 
do it fora certain price. ‘This was the first 
Sabbath School. About the same time, Mr. 
Raikes established four other schools in the 
city, and gave them much of his personal] at- 
tention. Benevolent individuals in the sur- 
rounding towns followed his example; and in 
1811, when he died, he had the satisfaction of 
knowing that 300,000 children enjoyed the 
blessings of the institution which he had estab- 
lished. I am unable to state any thing in re- 
lation to the progress of these schools in Great 
Britain; except that in May, 1831, they num- 
bered one million and twenty thousand schol- 
ars. 

In our own country, we can trace their pro- 
gress more distinctly. The first efforts were 
made in the year 1791, in the city of Phila- 
delphia. A society, consisting of different 
denominations of christians, and called the 
‘First day or Sunday School Society,’ was 
formed; and numbered among its founders, 
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Bishop White, Dr. Rush, William Rawle, 

Matthew Carey, Esq. and many other distin- 

guished men. Its object was the institution 

and support of Sabbath Schools in Philadel- 

pbia, and its suburbs; and it was in some mea-~ 

sure successful. In 1803, Mrs. Isabella Gra- 

ham, a.lady very justly celebrated for her acts 

of benevolence, commenced two schools in the 

city of New-York; and shortly afterwards, 
many others were established in different parts 
of the United States. ‘The Philadelphia and 

Adult School Union, was formed in 1817; it 
labored very effectually and continued in exis 
tence seven years, when it was merged in the 

American Sunday School Union. ‘Ihe union 

of counsel, and effort, which was effected by 

the formation of this association, enabled them 

to act with great vigor, and increase the num- 

ber of schools with astonishing rapidity—-when 
in 1824, it commenced operations, it had in 

its connection, 723 schools, 7,300 teachers, and 
about 50,000 scholars; in May last it num- 
bered about 7,500 schools, 65,000 teachers, 
and 600,000 scholars. ‘The principles of the 

society are of the most catholic kind. Its 
affairs are managed by individuals of various 
denominations; and no book is published 
which is not revised by a committee of four or 
five persons belonging to different churches; 

and not a sentence js retained to which any 
one of them makes the least objection. ‘The 
Methodist church manages its own Sabbath 
School affairs: I have no certain information 
as to its numbers, but suppose that it has 200,- 
000 scholars. ‘I'he Protestant Episcopal 
church also, has a Sabbath School association ; 
and I suppose not less than 50,000 scholars— 
so that in the United States, there are not less 
than 850,000 children who enjoy the benefits 
of religious instruction, on the Sabbath. But 
from the mere statement of numbers, your 
readers cannot tell what is doing. ‘The pri- 
mary object of these schools, is to instil the 
principles of religion into the minds of the 
young: to do this, they teach them to read and 
study the Bible; not to draw from it the dog- 
mas of particular sects, but to learn to prac- 
tice its exalted precepts, and to form their lives 
after the great pattern of perfection, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. ‘They take the mind while it .s 
young, before it has become vitiated with the 
evil niaxims of the world, and initiated into 
the mysteries of wickedness; and endeavor to 
throw around it that impregnable safeguard, 
the restraintsof religion, ‘They meet with cor- 
rupted hearts even in the youngest—but they 
have not yet become hardened in vice, and 
are more accessible than they would be in after 
life; they impress on them the importance of 
correct conduct to their parents, their fellow 
men, and their Maker; and they make them 
better children, better citizens, and in many 
instances, humble and sincere christians. How 
then should it delight every one, who has any 
regard to the temporal and eternal interests 





Rl 


1832. | OF THE MISSISSIPPI VALLEY. 15 





of his fellow men, to think that on every Sab- 
bath morning, when the hallowed stillness is 
broken by the church bells’ sound, that near a 
million of children go forth, and attend the 
Sabbath School; and are taught to adore 
the Majesty of Heaven, love their fellow 
men, to flee from the alurements and seduc- 
tions of vice, and spend their lives in the prac- 
tice of virtue. What more beautiful specta- 
ele than this, can one contemplate? The way 
of life is opened, and the unweary and inex- 
perienced are directed towalk init. ‘The hope 
of the Gospel, which fills the bosom with 
peace, amid all the toils and cares of life; 
which inspires its possessor with courage to 
buffet all the storms that cross his pathway; 
which enlightens the soul in its darkest trials, 
and causes it to soar as on Eagles’ wings, above 
the polluted atmosphere of earth—is here set 
before the young, and they are encouraged to 
fly to it; to give it the entire possession of their 
hearts; and to spend their lives in the fruition 
of its present, and in the joyous anticipation of 
its future enjoyments. Nor have these things 
been urged in vain. In the last four years, 
upwards of seven thousand teachers, and 
scholars, have professed religion, and given 
their hearts to that God, who has said “they 
that seek me early, shall find me.” If there 
were no more good to be accomplished, what 
has already been done would amply repay all 
the expense and trouble: Eternity alone can 
display the large amount; and when far on in 
its interminable ages, the spirits of these seven 
thousand redeemed and purified, shall look 
back, and review their past existence, they 
will bless God, that through the instrumental- 
ity of Sabbath Schools, they were brought into 
possession of the indescribable joys of Heaven. 
But the cause will not stop. Animated by 
past success, the supporters of this institution 
have determined that in a short time all the 
families of our land shall be blessed with its 
influence. ‘The American Sunday School 
Union, in 1830, determined that in two years 
from that time, every neighborhood in the Mis- 
sissippi Valley, should have a Sabbath School : 
And to carry this resolution into effect, they 
have employed forty-nine agents; and appro- 
priated forty thousand dollars. It is somewhat 
doubtful whether this great work can be effect- 
ed in the desired time; but it is certain the 
time is not distant when, wherever in our vast 
domain there is a settlement of civilized men, 
there will be found the Sabbath School, and 
there its effects will be felt, in promoting good 
Order, morality, and religion. ‘The mountains 
of the north, and the savannahs of the south; 
the banks of the Hudson and the Mississippi; 
the public highways and the recesses of the 
forest; the rugged mountain top and the smil- 
ing valley, will, on every Sabbath morning, 
hear the “high praises of Jehovah,” lisped by 
prattling innocence, and hymns of joy and sal- 
vation will every where be “perfected from the 
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mouths of babes and sucklings.”” ‘These are 
the glorious prospects of Sabbath Schools in 
our own land, and these are the results we 
anticipate from their existence. We think we 
cannot be deceived. ‘I'he followers of Jesus 
must forget the last command of their master, 
“preach my gospel to every creature,” the 
church must give up her reliance upon God, 
permit her energies to sink into inaction, and 
be again shrouded in midnight darkness, before 
this consummation of our hopes will prove illu- 
sive. Wherever the children of God will 
make the effort, there the Holy Spirit will 
bless them. But let us look beyond the limits 
of our own country. In Great Britain, the 
success is greater than with us—and ere long, 
her whole population will have the means of 
instruction. In heathen lands, wkerever the 
foot of the missionary has impressed the soil, 
there he has established the Sabbath School; 
and upwards of 100,000 children rescued, from 
the degradation and misery of heathenism, on 
every Sabbath day meet to read the Bible and 
hear of that religion of which their fathers 
were ignorant. ‘i‘he Sabbath School cause is 
progressing throughout the whole world; it 
meets with opposition, but it overcomes it m 
the name of the Lord of Hosts; and in his 
name we expect it will become triumphant. 
Our hopes are not visionary—they are based 
on the promises of the Eternal, and are as 
immutable as his word. 

These, Mr. Editor, are some of the pros- 
pects which I think are before Sabbath Schools ; 
and I would say to you and to all engaged in 
promoting their interests, be not discouraged, 
go forward with an unwavering purpose, be 
diligent, be industrious, and the Lord your God 
will bless your exertions. A. 


The first great impulse to the cause of Sun- 
day Schools, throughout the Valley of the 
Mississippi, may be considered as given by the 
following letter, which was read before the 
Board of the American Sunday School Union, 
at a special meeting, in May, 1830. 

‘New-York, May 19, 1830. 

“Dear Sir: I wish to be informed what 
your Society is doing for the Valley of the 
Mississippi. Will not your Board resolve to 
have a Sabbath-School formed within two 
years, in every town in that interesting por- 
tion of our country? A great interest is awa- 
kened in the Eastern states, in behalf of the 
west, and the adoption of such a resolution as 
I have stated, would thrill through the Chris- 
tian community, and secure you the prayers 
and the offerings of every Christian and Phi- 
lanthropist in the land, I will gladly contri- 
bute according to the magnitude of the object 
and my ability. If the sum needed to carry 
such a resolution into effect, should be one 
hundred thousand dollars, I hereby pledge 
myself (provided the resolution is adopted 


_/tais year) for two thousand dollars—one thou- 
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sand payable each of the two years. If the 
suin required should fall below or go above one 
hundred thousand, t will pay in the same pro- 
poruon. 4 will also, in connexion wits the 
above, pledge tne further like sum of two thou- 
sand dollars, to be paid in sums of five dol- 
lars, to “sabbath-schools in the Valley, that 
shall raise the same amount and remit it to 
your treasury—the ten dollars to be laid out in 
books for a library. 

“You see my sympathies all flow west- 
ward—but if it is thought best to adopt sucha 
resolution for the whole United States, [ have 
no objection. ‘ihe effort should, however, be 
first made, I think, in the Valley of the Mis- 
sissippi, Whose population will soon give laws 
to our country. By the Valley of the Missis- 
sippi, i mean al] the country west of the Al- 
leghany to the Rocky Mountains, and from 
Ohio and Michigan in the north, to Mississippi 
and “Louisiana in the south. 

‘Tam, respectfully, your friend and obe- 
dient servant, A. ‘TAPPAN.” 


The discussion which arose on reading this 
interesting and important letter from Mr. Lap- 
pan, resulted in the unanimous adoption of the 
following resolution : 

“Resolved, Chat the Board of Managers 
of the American ‘Sunday-School Union, in 
humble reliance on Divine aid, and depen- 
dence on the liberality of the Christian public, 
will establish, or cause to be established, with- 
in two years, if practicable, a Sabbath-School 
in every town where none at present exists, in 
the Valley of the Mississippi.” 

The resolution was referred to a committee, 
to be proposed, in proper form, to the conside- 
ration of the Society at its (then) approaching 
anniversary, on which occasion it was offered 
by Rev. Dr. McAuley, of Philadelphia, in 
the following words: 

“‘ Resolved, ‘Hat THE AMERICAN SuNDAY- 
Scnoor, UNION, IN RELIANCE uPon Divine 
AID, WILL, WITHIN TWO YEARS, ESTABLISH A 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL IN EVERY DESTITUTE PLACE 
WHERE IT IS PRACTICABLE, THROUGHOUT THE 
YaLLey oF THE Mississippi.” 

‘The proposition has met with the liberality 
to which we have already alluded, and the 
contributions which followed formed a distinct 
fund, with which an account is kept separate 
from, and independent of, all the other trans- 
actions of the Society; and so, likewise, our 
monthly acknowledgments On this score are 
Separately made. 

Ata meeting of the Board, held August 
11, 1830, the following resolution passed unan- 
imously : 

“In compliance with the resolution unani 
mously adopted by the Board on the | Oth day 
of November last, in the following words, viz : 
‘Resolved, ‘That the Board of Managers of 
the American Sunday-school Union, pledge 
themselves to apprepriate all moneys contribu- 
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ted to this institution, to the specific object de- 
signatgd by the donors,? 

** dtesolved, Chat all moneys contributed 
under tue resolution to establish Sunday- 
Schools in tae Valley of the Mississippi, shall 
be expended exclusively in the promotion of 
that,object; and that no part of the moneys 
so contributed, shall be retained for the estab- 
lishinent Or support of depositories, or other- 
Wise, as a part of the common funds of the 
pociety.”’ 


EXCERPTS. 

Sound religious sentiment, and we are 
aware that we utter an opinion far from ac- 
ceptable in these days of liberalism, operating 
tnrough individuals, on the conduct of govern- 
ment,is an tlement of national honor and 
prosperity. But it must be religion ‘pure and 
undefiled’, Our theory rests on the old fash- 
ioned doctrmes, that humanity needs every 
mode of control to keep it im the path of moral 
rectitude; and that the government which is 
administered by those who acknowledge the 
obligation of religious duty, and are actuated 


- by no other motives, is the best, and will even- 


tually be the mostsuccessful. Feeble and un- 
certain as was the religious feeling of antiqui- 
ty, when contrasted with that which has been 
developed by the genial influence of revealed 
truth, it depended on the same principle of 
human nature—the sense of dependence ona 
superintending power. It is a principle far 
beyond the sneer and sarcasm of infidelity. It 
is developed in the hymn of the Scottish sol- 
diers on the eve of battle, and in the devotion 
of the Syrian warriors, who, in the heat of con- 
flict, kneeled and adored the rising sun. 


For ourselves, we trust no morality that is 
not founded on a stern sense of religious obli- 
gation; and we deny the possibility of perma- 
nent political prosperity, unsustained by indi- 
vidual integrity in every relation, private as 
well as public, familiar as well as general. 





The hour of change is at hand, and, 
though the dawn but glimmers, we indulge the 
pleasure of tracing in these the faint streaks of 
light, the approaching day of genuine religion 
and morality—NV. Am. Review. 





f—3>The Editor solicits well written commu- 
nications upon any of the subjects to which this 
p per isdevoted. If short, and appropriate, 
inev will be thankfully received, and inserted. 
‘.s ‘ie publication, however, is a mere experi- 
m::11; and its proceeds, at present, cannot be 
c:.culated on, further than to defray expenses, 
i. 15 expected that all communications will be 
POST PAID. 


Exchanges with such Editors, throughout 
the Union, asm@ire friendly to the objects which 
this paper has in view, will be cheerfully made. 
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